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ensures that the defendant’s due process rights are protected 
and that the prosecution and the defense follow all legal 
mandates. This system is depicted in Figure 10.1.

´	Arrest/Booking

The judicial process begins with an arrest by a law enforce-
ment officer of a person who allegedly has violated a local, 
state, or federal law. The police have a great amount of dis-
cretion as to whom they arrest. An arrest is the first for-
mal point of contact between the state (the courts) and the 
accused. Upon being arrested, an alleged offender is booked 
into jail. During booking, the law enforcement agency records 
a description of the events that led to the arrest and possible 
charges against the suspect. The agency typically records the 

suspect’s personal information (name, address, contact information) and phys-
ical description (age, weight, hair and eye color, tattoos). It may take a mug 
shot (photograph) and collect the suspect’s fingerprints. Any personal property 
is taken from the suspect and stored until he or she is released. The suspect 

The act of arrest is the first official stage of the justice process.
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judicial process: The 
progression of a case through 
the judicial system.


